- : : : ! i : Be$t ] Avaitable 

10X18/^00^ li: : 10 : FAi; 3038630223 SHERIDAN ROSS I&011 

_ . ; This Supplemental Amendment and Response is filed in response to the further 
objections raised b>y;the Examiner in the telephone interview of March 16, 2007 and July 2007. 
In these cd^ersatfc)ns/the Examine re-submitted to correct 

•\ the double-biiacketing iri 'Claim 1 itd single bracketing for {deletions and to correct the missing text 

for Cl^ini 2.1 Also, the Eicaddiier requested a Supplemental Declaration to coVer this 

, ' if ltt: s ;; '-t \ ■'■ r-^i. r , ; : '; n • \ , " ■ ■ 

Supplemental Amendment in terms of no deceptive intent by Applicant and to better clarify the 

v - ' - ■ 'V- :v . L'.; 

enqfcs fbr which this Reissue is sought. Accordingly, filed concurrently herewith is also a 
; Supplemental!^ 

o ; ^ the pffice Action; Claims 1-11 iaii4 14^19 were rejected under Section 251 as being 
i baj^ 'upon a defective Reissue Declaration. Since the Reissue Declaration is now believed to be 

\ C ;.v- Also in the Office Aqtion, , Glaim 1 r 1 1 and 14-19 were rejected under Section 251 as 



v 



being an improper rec^ture of broadened clairried subject matter surrendered in the application 
• for the patent upon which the present reissue is based. The Examiner specifically stated that the 
v claims were allowed in the patent for the limitations of original claims 5-8, or the spaced pairs of 
ribs having the narrow and wide grooves of Claim 1 of the patent. 

Claim : 1 has been further aniended to recite that at least one pair of ribs defines a first 
^...^jmow groove therebetween and at least one adjacent pair of ribs defines a second wider groove 
therebetween,; whetein the inner rib of the at least one pair of ribs are disposed for engagement 
with ^ the teeth, and the outer rib of the at least one pair of ribs are disposed for engagement with 
the gums when the! animal bites down on the outer peripheral surface between the spaced pairs of 
; annular ribs. By the most recent amendment to Claim 1 , the ribs still appear ias limitations in the 

-^iy-- v:; : : ,:;.;•■!:• : i- > ' ■■■ 
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claims, asi.well as the narrow groove arid ^dergjuoye. However, the claim is broadened to the 
^, extent th?it only one p^r of ribs is Quired ;defibmg the first narrow groove therebetween, and 

<^ly one pkir 6f rij>s is required to define a second groove therebetween. Thus, it is believed that 

. 1 \ ' . : : . 

r the basic stnibhiral elements of original Claim 1 are still present; however, the specific recitation 

1 | pfthe structa^ 

: A& for new independent Claim 14^ it is believed that this new claim has some of the 
; Stations qf origii^ ckims 5-8; but not all of the limitations, and in lieu thereof adds the 

; \< ■ ; I' )'.■ ■ ' r- •} } : : I';' . 

- iin^tattonfthai thejribs define narrow and wider grooves disposed therebetween. Patent Claim 1 

r 3 '<^ " > ■ . ' ■ ■ ; - ! ; , ■ . ■ ■■ . : ; : . . . . 

i , wiiich was allowed based upon the personal interview with the Applicant and the Examining 
; Attorney constituted a x&yr claim: atjih&ti^ this : claim was not previously rejected by a 

prior art reference! Speciificiaily, it was understood that patent Claim 1 (application Claim 16) 

was allowed because it rebited the spaced pairs of annular ribs, along with the narrow and wider 
' grcioves disposed therebetween. Therefore, with respect to the subject matter of patent Claim 1, 
VArolicaatte r^aptxrc rule! does not apply. Accordingly, Claim 14 constitutes yet 

^ iri^frriWc^^ of Claims 5-8 are combined with thie 

f recitation of the fibs defining ; narrow and wider grooves disposed therebetween. Although the 

oligiriaV^^ claims recited longitudinally spaced ribs, the claims did not recite the 

,. narrow md^der;grobves disposeil therisbeitween. 

= i iln suiW^TX, pat^iOaim 1 has beep aMended, patent Claims 2-10 remain unchanged, 
, Hfrssiii ^ ^ticatibjn Clainis 1 1-13 were previously canceled, previously added Claim 14 has been 
V'fe!^ remain unchanged. Each of these claims 

■> Ihdpipper^antecedrait basis in figurte; at Figures l j 3, 6 and 7, and in the descnption at 

ephunh 2 jiries55-67,,attdicolum^ 

K ■• >;:-.v*;'V,. ,: : -ii ;. ■ ,: . j - ■ ■ ■■ : -11- . 
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Applicant has made a sincere effort to place the application in condition for allowance; 
therefore' 3uch feybrable action is eara|es%^Ucited. In the event that a telephone conversation 
would further prosecution and/OT^ the Examiner is invited to bontact the. 



yjt tr.. 



undersigned. ; 



Respectfully submitted, 
SHERIDAN ROSS P.C. 
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